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March 8, 2013

The title of today’s sermon is: 

 “The Watchmen”

Let us pray …

We need to define watchman (Singular) so that we may understand what are watchmen (plural)?

My 1828 Noah Webster dictionary says that a watchman is a sentinel or guard. Looking up the word sentinel, the same dictionary says it is a soldier set to watch or guard an army or camp or other place for surprise, to observe the approach of danger and give notice of it.

It has long been thought that those in leadership positions are the watchmen for the church, namely pastors, conference presidents, union presidents, division presidents and all the way up to the General Conference president. But is that what God had purposed for His church? Has God’s prophet given us clear light as to what constitutes watchmen? 

I read this from the book Evangelism 119.3. “In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen and light-bearers. To them has been entrusted the last warning for a perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light from the Word of God. They have been given a work of the most solemn import,--the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages. There is no other work of so great importance. They are to allow nothing else to absorb their attention.”  {Ev 119.3}  
This quote does not narrow down to any specific office as to what constitutes watchmen. She wrote “In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen and lightbearers.”  If you are a Seventh-day Adventist, God expects you to be both a watchman and a light-bearer.

In Vienna, VA., back in the early 1980’s, one of the members told me, “The pastor is supposed to be the light-bearer (give Bible studies), after all that’s what we pay him for.” I am not trying to avoid the subject of watchmen, but it does show how narrow some SDA’s think, as if they are not obligated to be light-bearers. We should all be giving Bible studies and we should all be watchmen. We need to become like the noble Bereans who accepted the teachings of Paul, only after studying God’s Word to make sure Paul’s teachings were in harmony with the Word of God.
Let us read Dr. Luke’s account in Acts 17:10
, 11 “And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”

Today the whole Christian world finds itself in a most serious state of apostasy, and more specifically the Seventh-day Adventist Church is no exception. What is apostasy? My 1828 Noah Webster dictionary says that apostasy is an abandonment of what one has professed. 100 years ago the Papacy was considered by Protestantism to be the anti-christ. Billy Graham once said that there were three things that Christians needed to fear. 1. Communism; 2. Materialism; and 3. Catholicism. His position in recent years is that the Pope is the spiritual leader of the world. What happened?
With the exception of a few radicals, 60 years ago there was unity in SDA ranks on the historic Biblical doctrines that came to us through a combination of the work of our pioneer’s intense studies, the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and the revelations through visions given to God’s prophet. Today there is pluralism. Two or more sides to an issue and a prevailing attitude that you believe what you want to and we’ll all be right in what we believe. New theology positions have been replacing historic doctrines long embraced by God’s remnant people.
The prophet of the Lord said, “In the future, [that is today] deception of every kind is to arise, and we want solid ground for our feet. We want solid pillars for the building. Not one pin is to be removed from that which the Lord has established. The enemy will bring in false theories, such as the doctrine that there is no sanctuary. This is one of the points on which there will be a departing from the faith. Where shall we find safety unless it be in the truths that the Lord has been giving for the last fifty years?-- Review and Herald, May 25, 1905.
Our fundamental foundational doctrines have been under attack and in some churches, completely abandoned. Many churches do not want Ellen White’s writings quoted or studied. There has even been a light regard for the keeping of the Sabbath, and in many churches, irreverence in the Sanctuary.
The condition is truly as stated in the description of the Laodicean church in Revelation 3:17 “Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked:” To be wretched is to be despicable, hatefuly vile and contemptible. Now keep in mind, this is not how the church views itself; because this is how it sees itself as “… rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing;” no this is as God views its condition. It is also miserable which is just somewhat less than wretched. It is poor, not in this world’s goods, rather in spiritual attainment. It is blind because it has stoned the prophet and in many churches, thrown out the prophet altogether. In Proverbs 29:18
 it says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish:” And God views the church as naked, not having on the robe of Christ’s righteousness.
That just should not be, as God’s prophet said this in Evangelism 120.1. “The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world.  The proclamation of these truths is to be our work. The world is to be warned, and God's people are to be true to the trust committed to them. . . .”  {Ev 120.1} 
Did you hear that? “The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world.” Why has there been so little effort amongst the laity in recent years? How on earth did Adventism get into such a state of apostasy? Anyone who would deny that fact does not inhabit reality. Is it any wonder that the “… dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant of her seed?” Rev. 12:17. “The most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals have been given us to proclaim to the world.”  
When you became a soldier in the church militant, you have been equipped with the “most solemn truths ever entrusted to mortals.” 
We have been given a direct command in Isaiah 58:1. We are to “
Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.” The trumpet is the loudest and most shrill of all instruments. In this age of political correctness, there is hardly a wimper from God’s people. Cry aloud and spare not. Jesus died for everyone and we are not to pick and choose who we are to witness to. Every soul has value as Jesus died for all, even the most unlovely. He said “… show my people their transgression.” 
Who are the “my people” here stated? The “my people” are in the churches of Babylon who have long been worshipping on the counterfeit Sabbath.     In verse 13 He addresses their sin saying, “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath a delight, the holy of the LORD,” The “my people” are those in the churches of Babylon that will get a final call as stated in Rev. 18:4 “Come out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”
Back to verse 1, “… show my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins.”  The house of Jacob is the Seventh-day Adventist Church and their many sins have been at the roots of the apostasy. Why have the watchmen been so silent?

We need to ignore the politically correct crowd as God’s prophet said this in 2 SG 284.2 “Preachers should have no scruples to preach the truth as it is found in God's word. Let the truth cut. I have been shown that why ministers have not more success is, they are afraid of hurting feelings, fearful of not being courteous, and they lower the standard of truth, and conceal if possible the peculiarity of our faith. I saw that God could not make such successful. The truth must be made pointed, and the necessity of a decision urged. And as false shepherds are crying, Peace, and are preaching smooth things, the servants of God must cry aloud, and spare not, and leave the result with God.  {2SG 284.2}  
Jeremiah was inspired by the Holy Spirit to write the following found in Jeremiah 17:5-7 “Thus saith the LORD; Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, (What did he say? once more) Cursed be the man that trusteth in man, (what else?) and maketh flesh his arm, and whose heart departeth from the LORD.  For he shall be like the heath in the desert, (heath is naked, poor, destitute) and shall not see when good cometh; but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.  Blessed is the man that trusteth in the LORD, and whose hope the LORD is.” So Jeremiah tells us not to trust in a man, only to trust in the Lord. This tells me that the Bereans read Jeremiah as they would only accept what a man preached as long as it could be scripturally verified. A Berean is a watchman. 
The pastors do have a serious responsibility in leading the flock in a direction that is heaven bound. But are there religious leaders who offend God? Most certainly and let’s see what the scriptures say?
Deuteronomy 4:2 “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish ought from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.” Many pastors add words that do not appear in scripture and give the impression that it is in the Bible.
Prov. 12:17, 19, 22 “He that speaketh truth showeth forth righteousness: but a false witness deceit. … The lip of truth shall be established for ever: but a lying tongue is but for a moment. … Lying lips are abomination to the LORD: but they that deal truly are his delight.”  A liar in the pulpit will surely  be fuel for the fire.
Prov.30:5,  6 “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.  Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”

Isa. 1:23 “Thy princes (pastors) are rebellious, and companions of thieves: every one loveth gifts, and followeth after rewards: they judge not the fatherless, neither doth the cause of the widow come unto them.”
Isa. 9:16 “For the leaders of this people cause them to err; and they that are led of them are destroyed.” It is really sad that pastors have such power over their flocks and most sheep will only learn too late that they have been duped.
Isa. 29:13 “Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men:”
Isa. 30:9, 10 “That this is a rebellious people, lying children, children that will not hear the law of the LORD:  Which say to the seers, See not; and to the prophets, Prophesy not unto us right things, speak unto us smooth things, prophesy deceits:” The congregations want a crossless, easy religion. Salvation without works.
Isa. 56:10, 11 “His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb dogs, they cannot bark; sleeping, lying down, loving to slumber.  Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and they are shepherds that cannot understand: they all look to their own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.”
Jer. 2:8 “The priests said not, Where is the LORD? and they that handle the law knew me not: the pastors also transgressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit.”
Jer. 6:13 “For from the least of them even unto the greatest of them every one is given to covetousness; and from the prophet even unto the priest every one dealeth falsely.” False doctrines, false Sabbath, deceptions are the norm.
Jer. 10:21 “For the pastors are become brutish, and have not sought the LORD: therefore they shall not prosper, and all their flocks shall be scattered.”
Jer. 12:10 “Many pastors have destroyed my vineyard, they have trodden my portion under foot, they have made my pleasant portion a desolate wilderness.”
Jer. 23:1-4 “Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the LORD.  (When God pronounces a woe on a city or a person, it is not a thing to be desired) Woe be unto pastors? That’s serious and let’s see why. Moving on) Therefore thus saith the LORD God of Israel against the pastors that feed my people; Ye have scattered my flock, and driven them away, and have not visited them: behold, I will visit upon you the evil of your doings, saith the LORD.  And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries whither I have driven them, and will bring them again to their folds; and they shall be fruitful and increase.  And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the LORD.” So this is a warning to all pastors to do the job in accordance with the will of God.
Jer. 25:34-36 “Howl, ye shepherds, and cry; and wallow yourselves in the ashes, ye principal of the flock: for the days of your slaughter and of your dispersions are accomplished; and ye shall fall like a pleasant vessel. And the shepherds shall have no way to flee, nor the principal of the flock to escape. A voice of the cry of the shepherds, and an howling of the principal of the flock, shall be heard: for the LORD hath spoiled their pasture.” When the woe is realized.
Jer. 48:10 “Cursed be he that doeth the work of the LORD deceitfully, and cursed be he that keepeth back his sword from blood.” Every word and action are weighed carefully. God’s true people will have no guile come from their lips.
Jer. 50:6 “My people hath been lost sheep: their shepherds have caused them to go astray, they have turned them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to hill, they have forgotten their restingplace.” Again the pastors are singled out as the reason the flock will be lost.
Ezek. 3:17-21 “Son of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: therefore hear the word at my mouth, and give them warning from me.  When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked man shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wickedness, nor from his wicked way, he shall die in his iniquity; but thou hast delivered thy soul. Again, When a righteous man doth turn from his righteousness, and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand.  Nevertheless if thou warn the righteous man, that the righteous sin not, and he doth not sin, he shall surely live, because he is warned; also thou hast delivered thy soul.”

Ezek. 22:26, 28 “Her priests (pastors are referred to as priests) have violated my law, and have profaned mine holy things: they have put no difference between the holy and profane, (God says we are to reverence His sanctuary in Leviticus 19:30; 26:2, but today congregational noise hits a high decibel levels when greeting one another and irreverence is also a major problem in the sanctuary with the inclusion of rock bands and drums) neither have they showed difference between the unclean and the clean, (they say eat what you want to eat  as long as you pray over it) and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths, (that Jewish Sabbath was nailed to the cross the pastors tell their flocks) (And that’s the problem, they are so quick to identify God’s Sabbath as the Jewish Sabbath) and I am profaned among them.  … And her prophets have daubed them with untempered mortar, seeing vanity, and divining lies unto them, saying, Thus saith the Lord GOD, when the LORD hath not spoken.”
Ezek. 34:2-10 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel, prophesy, and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD unto the shepherds; Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! should not the shepherds feed the flocks?  Ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them that are fed: but ye feed not the flock.  The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost; but with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd: and they became meat to all the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. My sheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every high hill: yea, my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did search or seek after them. Therefore, ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD;  As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely because my flock became a prey, and my flock became meat to every beast of the field, because there was no shepherd, neither did my shepherds search for my flock, but the shepherds fed themselves, and fed not my flock;  Therefore, O ye shepherds, hear the word of the LORD; Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against the shepherds; and I will require my flock at their hand, and cause them to cease from feeding the flock; neither shall the shepherds feed themselves any more; for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat for them.” As we read in Jeremiah, so we read in Ezekiel, a woe pronounced against the unfaithful shepherds.
Hosea 4:6 “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy children.” Here everyone who neglects knowledge which is readily available, will not be a part of the royal priesthood of believers, but will be soundly rejected by God for forgetting to do His law, especially the commandment that says Remember.
Mal. 2:7-9 “… or the priest's lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.  But ye are departed out of the way; ye have caused many to stumble at the law; ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.  Therefore have I also made you contemptible and base before all the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.” The congregation expect the pastor to be a faithful messenger of the Lord, but he only stresses keeping the commandments that are convenient.
Jesus said this in Mat. 5:19 “Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.”

Jesus said this in Mat. 15:3, 6, 8, 9, 14 “But he answered and said unto them, Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by your tradition? … And honour not his father or his mother, he shall be free. Thus have ye made the commandment of God of none effect by your tradition.  … This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.  … Let them alone: they be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch.”
Mark 7:6-9, 13 “He answered and said unto them, Well hath Esaias prophesied of you hypocrites, as it is written, This people honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far from me. Howbeit in vain do they worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.   For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the tradition of men, as the washing of pots and cups: and many other such like things ye do. And he said unto them, Full well ye reject the commandment of God, that ye may keep your own tradition. … Making the word of God of none effect through your tradition, which ye have delivered: and many such like things do ye.”
Under inspiration, Peter wrote this in 2 Peter 2:1, 2 “But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction.  And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.”
Rev. 22:18, 19 “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.”
Shall we trust our eternal life to a fallible man? Or shall we choose to be Noble Bereans? Do we really believe that it is the pastors and the leadership that are the watchmen we are to trust?

I read this quote once again from the book Evangelism 119.3. “In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in the world as watchmen and light-bearers. To them has been entrusted the last warning for a perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light from the Word of God. They have been given a work of the most solemn import,--the proclamation of the first, second, and third angels' messages. There is no other work of so great importance. They are to allow nothing else to absorb their attention.”  {Ev 119.3}  

     “Shall we wait until God's judgments fall upon the transgressor before we tell him how to avoid them? Where is our faith in the Word of God? Must we see things foretold come to pass before we will believe what He has said? In clear, distinct rays light has come to us, showing us that the great day of the Lord is near at hand, "even at the door."”--Testimonies, vol. 9, pp. 19, 20. (1909)  {Ev 120.2}  
Let us pray …
